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as a band of cohorts, who for so many years had been
the admiration of their contemporaries and had en-
riched history with so many glorious feats."

The time had come for Napoleon to display all his
audacity and to seat himself, in proud majesty, upon
his throne like the Jupiter of the Imperial Olympus.
Sunday, December 20, at noon, lie assembled in his
palace the great bodies of the State, and it was on
his throne that he received them, surrounded by
Princes, Cardinals, Ministers, tlio High Officers of the
Crown, and the Grand Eagles of ilio Legion of Honor.
The Senate advanced first, introduced by the Grand
Master of Ceremonies, and presented by His Most
Serene Highness, the Prince Vice-Grand Elector
Talleyrand, former Bishop of Autun, and afterwards
Minister of Louis XVIII.

Advance, Senators, who in less than sixteen months
will proclaim your master's fall, who in speaking of
him will pass all bounds in your invectives and anath-
emas, you who will be for him perfect examples of
ingratitude and insolence! Burn all the incense you
have left! Bind together the flowers of your servile
rhetoric) You still draw your pay. The gilded
embroideries of your uniforms are still bright* So
long as the lilies have not taken the place of the
bees, be more ardent Imperialists than, the Emperor;
you will soon be more ardent Royalists than the
King) You will return to this same palace, you will
bow before the same throne. Another monarch will
be seated there, another flag will be flying above the